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eral Waters in Surgical Affectionsa special prize 
was awarded to Dr. Javal for his memoir “On Oph¬ 
thalmometry;” the sum of 2,000 francs was divided 
between Professor Arloing, of Lyons, and Dr. E. P. 
Guiard, of Paris, the former receiving 1,200 francs 
for his “Experimental and Comparative Researches 
on the Action of Chloral, of Chloroform, and of 
Ether;” the latter 500 francs for his “Experimental 
Clinical Studies on the Ammoniacal Transformation 
of the Urine.” A prize of 3,000 francs was awarded 
to Professor Denuce, of Bordeaux, for his “Clinical 
Treatise on Uterine Inversion;” a prize of 2,500 
francs to Dr. A. Mairet, of Montpellier, for his work 
“On Melancholic Dementia. The sum of 6,000 
francs, a portion of the “prix Orfila,” was divided be¬ 
tween MM. Pierre, Rondeau, Gedeon, Meillere, and 
Alfred Houde, pharmaciens of Paris, for their works 
on “Toxicological Subjects.” The prix Saint-Paul, 
of the value of 25,000 francs, which is to be com¬ 
peted for without distinction of nationality or pro¬ 
fession, is to be awarded to the candidate who will 
have discovered a remedy for diphtheria which, in the 
opinion of the Academy, would be considered the 
most efficacious for that malady. No work was con¬ 
sidered worthy of the prize, but by way of encour¬ 
agement rewards have been distributed as follows: 
Five hundred francs to Dr. G. Tedoldi, of Castel- 
Ariol, for his memoir, which contains a very good 
bibliographical and historical account of diphtheria 
and of its treatment by large doses of quinine; 500 
francs to Dr. Otto Siefert, of Wurzburg, for his 
memoir on the “ Treatment of Diphtheria by Quin¬ 
oline;” 500 francs to Dr. Lamarre, of St. Germain, 
for his memoir on the “Treatment of Diphtheria by 
Paintings with Petroleum Oil and Inhalations with 
the Vapors of Mineral Essence500 francs to Dr. 
Delthil, of Nogent on the Marne, for his memoir on 
“The Treatment of Diphtheria by a Combustion of 
a Mixture of the Essence of Turpentine and Tar 
Gas." The sum of 2,000 francs is offered for the 
best observations on the part played by the first den¬ 
tition in infantile pathology. The prize was divided 
as follows : One thousand francs to Dr. Sejourne, of 
Revin; 500 francs to Dr. Rousse, of Fontenay; 200 
francs to Dr. 1 '. Caradec, of Brest; 200 francs to 
Dr. Coriveaud, of Blaye. A prize of 1,000 francs 
was awarded to M. Lancry, Interne of Paris Hospi¬ 
tals, and 500 francs to Dr. Comby, for their work on 
“ The Etiology and Prophylaxy of Scrofula in the 
First Period of Childhood.” A prize of 2,000 francs 
each was awarded to Drs, Strauss and Roux for their 
scientific researches during the recent epidemic of 
cholera at Toulon. Dr. A. J. Martin received a prize 
of 4,000 francs for his work on “ Foreign Civil Sani¬ 
tary Administration.” 

The readers of the Journal, and medical men 
everywhere, will regret to learn of the death of Dr. 
Noei Gueneau de Mussy, which has just occurred. 
His death is a. great loss to French medicine, and 
indeed to scientific medicine generally. He was a 
most laborious and conscientious worker, and a cul¬ 
tivated gentleman. His writings on medical sub¬ 
jects are too well known to need more than a pass¬ 
ing reference at present. a. b. 
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NEW YORK LETTER. 

' (from our own correspondent.) 

The Meeting of the American Climatological Asso- 
ciation; Climatic Treatment of Phthisis; Sanitaria 
—Contagious Ophthalmia—Long Island College Hos¬ 
pital—The Manhattan Hospital. 

The second annual meeting of the American Cli¬ 
matological Association, which was held in this city 
on the 27th and 28th of May, was very interesting 
and successful, and much good work was accomp¬ 
lished by it. The address of the President, Dr. 
Loomis, which was admirable, was largely devoted to 
; the climatic treatment of phthisis. It was absurd, in 
; his opinion, to claim for any climate that it exerted a 
i specific influence upon the disease; but localities 
! where there was the greatest purity of atmosphere, 
and consequent freedom from germs, were undoubt¬ 
edly the best for the consumptive. It was univers¬ 
ally recognized that a moist atmosphere favored 
phthisis, and a moist atmosphere was one laden with 
germs. In this connection he referred to several 
cases apparently indicating that the tubercle bacillus 
disappeared from the sputa of the phthisical patient 
in consequence of the change to an atmosphere un¬ 
favorable to the bacillus and where the condition of 
the patient improved. 

In the course of his remarks he advocated the 
; building of sanitaria in proper localities, in various 
I parts of the country, for the benefit of those in strait- 
’■ ened circumstances, and by way of illustration gave 
an interesting account of the sanitarium, on the cot¬ 
tage plan, now in successful operation in the Adiron- 
dacks. The expenses at present were $5 a week, 
and quite a number of patients had already been 
greatly benefited by a sojourn there. When any 
place was found to be advantageous by the consump¬ 
tive, he thought it was advisable that he should re¬ 
main there until well advanced towards recovery or 
until the recovery was complete. On the evening of 
the second day of the meeting a reception and colla¬ 
tion were given the Association at the University 
Club Theatre. 

At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held June 
1, Dr. Richard H. Derby presented, with some very 
pertinent remarks, a report on contagious ophthalmia 
in some of the orphan asylums and residential schools 
of New York city, which showed a very lamentable 
: state of affairs. He had made a personal examina- 
; tion of the eyes of all the children in no less than 
twenty-four of these institutions, and in the paper 
gave a synopsis of the condition found in each of 
them. Altogether he examined 7,440 children, and 
of these, as many as 1,428, or 19-19 per cent., were 
suffering from blennorrhceal conjunctivitis or its com¬ 
plications. In the first of the asylums which he vis¬ 
ited he found 24.5 per cent, of the inmates affected 
with contagious eye disease, in the second, 30.7 per 
cent., and in the third, actually over 49 per cent.— 
93 children out of 188. When we reflect upon the 
serious consequences that must inevitably result from 
this vast amount of ophthalmia, the total blindness or 
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permanent injury of the eyes of these poor children, 
it is no wonder that the author spoke with some feel¬ 
ing when he called upon the Academy of Medicine 
to undertake a movement for the suppression of this 
frightful evil. Among the suggestions which Dr. 
Derby made were, that all institutions designed for 
the care of children should he required by law to 
provide every possible precaution against the spread 
of contagious eye disease; that they should be re¬ 
quired at stated intervals to make reports to the 
Board of Health of the number of inmates affected 
with such disease; that they should be required to 
strictly isolate all children thus affected; that they 
should be required to provide adequate treatment for 
every case, including not merely local treatment, but 
hygienic and general; and that they should be re¬ 
quired to take exactly the same precautions to pre¬ 
vent the spread of contagious ophthalmia as of such 
diseases as scarlet fever and diphtheria. Pie advo¬ 
cated also the establishment of a special hospital for 
the reception of such cases, as it was not desirable 
to take them into the regular eye hospitals, on ac¬ 
count of the danger of contagion, and as they could 
no doubt be treated to greater advantage in such a 
hospital than in the institutions to which they be¬ 
longed. 

In the discussion which followed, Dr. D. B. St. John 
Roosa argued in favor of such a special hospital. 
The cost to the state, he said, of a man with poor 
eyes, or altogether blind, was a very serious matter, 
and the reduction of the pauper class was certainly 
important enough to engage the attention of the 
political philanthropist. 

Dr. C. R. Agnew said that he did not like the idea 
of entrusting such a matter to the state; but there 
was a limit to individualism and the power of volun¬ 
tary efforts. It seemed evident to him, therefore, 
that there was need of some legislation. He believed 
in agitation of a subject, and it was his opinion that 
by judicious efforts of those specially interested in 
the matter, the public mind could readily be brought 
to realize the necessity for the adoption of active 
measures for repressing the existing evil. He thought 
that before an institution for the care of children 
should be granted an incorporate existence, it should 
place on file a certificate to the effect that it had 
ample provision for the satisfactory maintenance of 
a certain number of inmates, with a detailed state¬ 
ment of its capacity and accommodations, and that 
under no circumstances whatever should it be per¬ 
mitted to receive any larger number of children than 
that specified in such certificate. It was horrifying 
to think of actually making six or seven hundred 
paupers in the residential schools of a city like New 
York, and it was high time that something was being 
done to prevent the longer continuance of the present 
state of affairs. It was his opinion that the vast ma¬ 
jority of children who contracted chronic conjuncti¬ 
vitis in these institutions never recovered from it, and 
in after life they would constitute an immense body 
of drifting and despairing sufferers, in many instances 
wandering aimlessly about from one dispensary to 
another. A few years ago it used to be the boast of 
Fourth of July orators that there were no indigenous 


paupers in this country; but all this was changed, and 
there was now unquestionably a large amount of in¬ 
digenous pauperism here. 

Dr. Jacobi expressed the opinion that this disease 
could never be eradicated from an institution in which 
it had occurred as long as that institution remained 
in the same spot and there were still children living 
in it. All these schools and asylums were no doubt 
meant to do good; but in reality they accomplished 
much harm. Outbreaks of ophthalmia were liable to 
occur, notwithstanding all the measures that could be 
adopted to prevent them, just as scarlet fever was 
liable to break out among the children in them. As 
a rule, diseases like measles and whooping-cough 
were not of a very serious character in private fami¬ 
lies; but in these institutions measles and whooping- 
cough were often very fatal or attended with grave 
consequences, and very frequently phthisis was found 
to be the result of one of these diseases contracted 
; in early life in such an institution. If, therefore, the 
object contemplated was simply to add another to 
our already numerous hospitals, he did not think 
' much good would be accomplished by the present 
agitation. In such a hospital for the treatment of 
contagious eye diseases he could not doubt that 
many cases which were mild when admitted would 
assume a serious type, and that the danger would be 
increased, instead of diminished, by placing children 
in it. The question must come up here, as it had 
already done all over Europe, whether these institu¬ 
tions for children ought to be multiplied at all ; and 
for his part he felt convinced that it would be a bene¬ 
fit to the community at large if these public asylums 
and residential schools were done away with alto¬ 
gether. If the same money now expended for the 
erection and maintenance of splendid buildings and 
the same care now bestowed upon their management, 
were given to farming out the children in a judicious 
manner, he believed, we would be much better off. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, Dr. Agnew 
presented some resolutions to the effect that it was 
necessary and expedient to take steps to restrain the 
spread of contagious ophthalmia, and that the Coun¬ 
cil of the Academy should, in connection with the 
State Board of Charities, the Society ior the Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Children and other charitable in¬ 
stitutions, appoint a joint committee to devise some 
plan for the prompt and efficient accomplishment of 
this object. 

The annual commencement of the Long Island 
College Hospital was held on June 3, when the de¬ 
gree of M. D. was conferred on 47 graduates. 

The corner-stone of the new Manhattan Hospital, 
at 131st Street and 10th Avenue, was laid May 23 
with appropriate ceremonies. The hospital is being 
built by the Manhattan Dispensary Association, which 
has maintained a dispensary service in Harlem ever 
since 1862, but has not hitherto engaged in hospital 
work proper. Only one wing of the building, as 
eventually contemplated, will be erected at present, 
and it is expected that it will be ready for occupancy 
by the 1st of October. The nearest emergency hos¬ 
pital up to this time has been the city branch hospital 
at 99th street, and the necessity for one further up 
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town became so great, especially in view ot the rapid 
increase of the population in this growing district, 
that the gentlemen interested in the Manhattan dis¬ 
pensary raised a subscription for the institution. 

p. B. p. 


THE TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA. 

Dear Sir :—Having been much interested by Dr. 
Nunn’s article on the treatment of diphtheria, pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of June 13, I wish to testify 
to the good effects of the biniodide of mercury in 
my hands. For the past six years I have depended 
upon it entirely for constitutional treatment, and in 
that time have not had a single case of paralysis, and 
a much smaller proportion of fatal cases, than with 
any other treatment I have ever used. For local 
treatment I have generally used tr. ferri chlor., 1 part 
to 2 parts of water, applied every two or three hours 
with a brush. Respectfully, 

D. T. Brown, M. I)., 
Michigan City, Inch, June 15, 1885. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Clinical Studies on Diseases of the Eye, in-: 

CLUDING THOSE OF THE CONJUNCTIVA, CORNEA, j 

Sclerotic, Iris and Ciliary Body. By Dr. • 
Ferdinand Ritter von Arlt, Professor of Oph¬ 
thalmology in Vienna. Translated by Lyman 
Ware, M.D., Surgeon to the Illinois Charitable 
Eye and Ear Infirmary; etc., Chicago. 8vo., pp. 
325. P. Blakiston, Son & Co., Philadelphia, 1885. 

It has been a pleasure to have such an admirable 
translation of Dr. Ferd. Ritter von Arlt’s classic work 
entitled “ Klinische Darstellung der Krankheiten des 
Auges, etc.,” presented to us for review. The origi-j 
nal, which was first published in Vienna as late as 
1881, and which has ever since its appearance been 
looked upon by the ophthalmological world as a safe 
and valuable guide to the correct understanding of j 
those diseases of the eyes which can only be mas-' 
tered by many years of careful study in situations 
presenting unexceptional clinical advantages, was j 
written under unusually favorable conditions. The! 
author, a man of great experience, who so happily 
possesses a discernment ever ready to grasp any clis-; 
tinctive features that might arise, combined with so; 
rare a judgment as to be able to successfully combat! 
any injurious symptom by therapeutical means, has 
in this work given the results of. a long series of clin¬ 
ical researches extending over a period of nearly fifty 
years. That such an exposition in book form should 
possess for both the general practitioner and the spe¬ 
cial scientific observer, a worth that is almost incal¬ 
culable, is at once apparent; and yet, by reason of 
the want of an English translation, the value of the 
work has remained a locked secret to many English 
and American professional men, who are unable to 
understand the language of the original. It is for 
these that Dr. Lyman Ware, of Chicago, has given 
us an English version of this almost unique addition ! 
to ophthalmic literature. He is to be congratulated 


upon the success of his undertaking. After careful 
comparison with the original, we find that the Amer¬ 
ican edition, which is published in the usual good 
style of the Blakistons, is remarkably free from in¬ 
terpolations (a fault too often found in the average 
translation) and unexceptionably clear of literalism. 
The German sentences have been anglicized into 
smoothly running English expressions of synonymous 
signification. A few useful additions in reference to 
the value of jequirity and cocaine have been added. 

We can unreservedly offer and recommend Dr. 
Ware’s translation of von Arlt’s work upon the “ Clin¬ 
ical Studies on Diseases of the Eye ” to those of our 
colleagues who are compelled to restrict their studies 
upon the subject to the English language, as one to 
be relied upon; it being a true and conscientious ex¬ 
ponent of the views and opinions expressed by the 
great and distinguished author. 

Official Register of Physicians and Surgeons 
who hoed Certificates from the Board of 
Examiners of the Medical Society of the 
State of California, January 31, 1885. To 
which has been appended a complete List of those 
who hold Certificates from the Homcepathic and 
Eclectic Boards; also, A Complete List, as far as 
procurable, of all Persons Practicing Medicine in 
this State without a Certificate from either of the 
Boards. Second Edition; revised and published 
by the Board. R. H. Plummer, M.D., Record¬ 
ing Secretary, San Francisco. 

Beyond the fact that the verb “practise” is per¬ 
sistently misspelled in this pamphlet (and the addi¬ 
tional fact that either is wrongly used on the title- 
page), this Official Register seems to be all that can 
be desired; and when it is remembered that the com¬ 
pilation of it has involved an enormous amount of 
labor, it is only justice to Dr. Plummer to say that 
he is deserving of very great praise. 

It does not appear from this pamphlet why there 
are three Boards of Medical Examiners for the State 
of California; nor does it appear credible that with 
three Boards there should be 482 illegal practitioners 
in the State. It is reasonable to infer that the State 
would be fairly overrun with illegal practitioners if 
there were two or three more Boards. In addition 
to the list of practitioners in the State, the Register 
also contains a copy of the laws regulating the prac¬ 
tice of medicine in California, with the decisions of 
the Supreme Court in two cases, the minimum re¬ 
quirements for a course of medical instruction, the 
Code of Ethics, the San Francisco and Chicago fee 
bills, a directory of medical colleges, hospitals, dis¬ 
pensaries, medical societies, asylums and boards of 
health in the State, and a list of the California min¬ 
eral springs; making it a very convenient reference 
book. We hope that when the third edition is 
issued the list of illegal practitioners will be some¬ 
what shorter. The Register states that the illegal 
practitioners are liable to prosecution and fine upon 
the complaint of any citizen; though we are at a loss 
to know why the Examining Boards should wait for 
such complaint. It would seem that one of the three 
Boards might'take the initiative in complaining. 
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